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Questioned about the extent of corruption prevailing in the Force Mr. Dundas
said that it would be fair to say that all ranks were generally honest because they
were kept under very strict supervision and, therefore, the chances tor dishonesty
were very small. He had seen real improvement during the 34 5eats tnat tne
witness had been in the Department, During the last five years eight Inspectors
and Sub-Inspectors had been dismissed out of a total of 319, and 359 head-constables
and constables had been dismissed out of a total of 3,941 for corruption, suspected
corruption and indiscipline.	... .
Examined by Viscount Burnham, the witness did not think that the criticism
of the Council of Police conduct had been conducive to the efficiency of the iorce.
The administration of the Police Force had been rendered more difficult by^ these
violent attacks on the Force in the Council. There was great difficulty experienced
in the recruitment of a better class of men to the Force. It might be due to tins
criticism. The witness opposed the transfer of the Police to ministerial control. Ine
transfer would make it more difficult for Police officers, both Indian and European,
to discharge their duties.
Answering Mr. Hartshorn, the witness said that the rates of pay of constables
were 16 to 20 rupees, of head constables 25 to 35, of Assistant Sub-Inspectors 35
to 40; of Sub-Inspectors 80 to 130, of Inspectors 175 to 300. In none of these
ranks was there a European. There were 14 Superintendents of Police excluding
the Inspector-General, out of which three were Indians and in the cadre of A.S.P.s
out of a total of thirteen two were Indians.
Replying to Major Attlee, the witness said that the Police Force was unpopular,
but could not say if it was due to the tradition that this Force was an instrument in
the hands of the Government rather than to any grievance against the Police Force.
In case of raids by hill tracts tribes on the plain areas, it was the armed force
under the direction of the Political Officer, who followed up these raiders and
brought them to book. In case of the separation of the hill tracts, there would
not be any difficulty in following Lip such raiders.
Questioned by Colonel Lane-Fox, Mr. Dundas said that the real difficulty in
getting recruits was that they were debarred from recruiting men who were not
domiciled Assamese. This restriction had been placed by the Government of India
when they granted a subsidy of 60 lakhs for the armed police. The witness would
like ^to get this restriction removed. There was no Police Training School in the
province. This was due to more need for economy on account of financial stringency
rather than to the hostile attitude of the Council.
Answering Lord Strathcona, the witness agreed that at present the Police Force
was below the margin of safety. This was due to the policy of economising that
had been followed during the past few years. There was no tendency at present
in the Council to recognise the fact that it was the duty of every citizen to protect
its own Police and be prepared to pay for it. The witness did not think that the
Police would get that help in the discharge of their duties from a responsible
public as, for example, the Police would get in Great Britain.
Examined by Colonel Smiles, the witness said that he did not consider that
constables of the Assam police were properly paid. If the pay were increased they
would certainly get a better class of men. A certain section of the Council would
be prepared to^ vote for increasing the pay of the Force.
Sir John Simon : Supposing the Council were prepared to vote for an increase
would the Government resist it ?—I don't think so.
Further examined by Colonel Smiles, the witness said that all his suggestions
for improvement in the Police Force boiled down to more money. The Police Force
was now more unpopular than it was 20 years ago.
Attemps t were made by the Provincial Committee to draw analogies from
conditions in the British Police Force and to get the witness to agree to the
suggestions made on those analogies, but the witness said he knew nothing about
the Police Force in England and was, therefore, not prepared to say anything on
the subject.
Sir^ John Simon explained that in England the everyday conduct of the Police was
not criticised in the House of Commons. It was left to executive action. Further
more the public helped the Police in capturing offenders.
A member of the Provincial Committee said that the Indian public in many
cases pursue the offenders and capture them.
The witness : I wish it were so in all cases. In Lahore the other day it did not
sound very much like it.
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